
Export Initiative
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Environment and economy: two sides of the same coin
The Export Initiative Recycling and Efficiency Technologies, 
RETech, was established in 2007 in order to support the de-
velopment of sustainable waste management systems world-
wide, thereby enhancing export prospects for waste manage-
ment technologies and services “Made in Germany”. RETech 
supports its stakeholders in exporting waste management 
concepts, services and products to industrialized countries, 
emerging markets and developing countries. RETech’s instru-
ments are the transfer of German waste management know-
how, the export of technologies, and the improvement of re-
gulatory frameworks in countries that do not yet dispose of 
an efficient waste management system. RETech’s central plat-
form is the internet portal www.retech-germany.de. It pro-
vides information and possibility for interaction for German 
and international users, including waste management compa-
nies, public sector and private institutions and universities. 

Sustainable waste management means

˘ better environmental protection

˘ higher resource efficiency

˘ better climate protection

˘ higher employment

˘ new innovations and investments

RETech’s goals
˘ to develop and strengthen international waste manage-

ment standards

˘ to develop environmental awareness worldwide

˘ to assist companies and institutions interested in German 
waste management technologies

˘ to support know-how transfer and training capability

RETech’s principles

˘ supporting self-help, e.g. for municipalities and SMEs

˘ focus on selected regions, e.g. Eastern Europe, North 

Africa, BRIC countries

˘ development of waste management solutions adapted to 
general local conditions



RETech’s activities
For companies and institutions from abroad:

˘ comprehensive information on German waste manage-
ment technologies and services

˘ inquiry service for information and contacts all around 
 the German waste management sector

˘ procurement of possibilities for waste management 
 training and education in Germany

˘ brokerage of contacts to German waste management 
 companies and institutions

For German companies and institutions: 

˘ high-quality information, e.g. recycling technologies, 
 CDM-waste projects, contacts to industry experts

˘ organisation of international conferences, high-level 
 panels, political and technical discussions 

˘ network of ministries, academia, industrial and trade 
 associations, SMEs and local authorities

Internet portal www.retech-germany.de: 
All you want to know about waste management technologies 
and services “Made in Germany”. 

The Internet portal www.retech-germany.de is operated by 
the contact point at Germany Trade & Invest, the foreign tra-
de and inward investment agency of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. It provides information on German waste 
management 

˘ technologies

˘ services

˘ standards and legislation

˘ companies (RETech directory)

˘ universities and training institutes (map of German educa-
tion and research hot spots)

RETech’s network 
consists of German and international institutions that are 
involved in the promotion of modern waste management 
technologies and services. Its players collaborate in order to

˘ combine competences

˘ elaborate joint strategies

˘ share sector- and company-oriented information

˘ develop joint projects

http://www.retech-germany.de
http://www.retech-germany.de


www.retech-germany.de/english

http://www.retech-germany.de/english
http://www.retech-germany.de/english
http://www.retech-germany.de/english/topics/companies_and_institutions/retech_directory/dok/203.php


Facts and figures

˘  Around 6,000 companies operate in 
Germany’s waste management industry, 

 employing more than 200,000 people. 

˘ With a share of around 25 percent, 
Germany is the world’s leading exporter of 
closed cycle management technologies. 

˘ In 2003 the dynamic on the international 
markets for recycling and disposal technolo-
gies accelerated significantly with around 

 21 percent per year.

˘ According to Federal Environment Ministry 
figures, annual turnover in the waste 

 management industry in Germany is 



 around 50 billion euro. The global market for 
waste management and recycling plants alo-
ne is estimated at 35 billion euro. 

˘ The market for automated material separati-
on systems looks set to have particular good 
opportunities for growth. Experts predict that 
this market will grow by 15 percent p.a. over 
the coming years, to as much as 1.5 billion 
euro in 2020.

˘ Investments needed in waste management 
for the period 2007 to 2020, e.g. in Russia, 
Turkey and ASEAN countries, are estimated at 
around 44 billion euro. 

˘ Exports are expected to generate produc-
 tion in Germany to a value of around 
 9.7 billion euro. 
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